Special issues in myeloproliferative neoplasms.
Special issues in myeloproliferative neoplasms (MPN) comprise clinical conditions with high relevance for the duration and quality of the patient's life, but with limited evidence to support sound diagnostic and therapeutic recommendations and a low probability of being solved by the current standard of clinical research. These issues include MPN in pregnancy and in children, abdominal vein thrombosis, bleeding complications, surgery, pruritus, and leukemic transformation. Practical suggestions to guide clinical decisions in these settings remain largely empirical, but recently developed guidelines based on experts' consensus may help to tackle these problems. This article reviews the state of the art regarding these issues, with special emphasis on experts' consensus recommendations.